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Regional Employment Board of Hampden County, Inc.
Precision Manufacturing Regional Alliance Project (PMRAP)
Statement of Announcements
The precision manufacturing industry in Western Massachusetts received a major boost today with the announcement of a $30,000 public private initiative to increase the skills competencies of the industry’s incumbent employees, and to assist local small and medium sized companies to develop collaborative business formations that will allow them to share resources to strengthen their existing business and access growth markets.

Secretary Gregory Bialecki of the Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development visited Boulevard Machine and Gear in Springfield to announce that $15,000 will be going to the Regional Employment Board of Hampden County, Inc.(REB) to continue to offer college credit and industry specific skills enhancement courses in precision manufacturing to 90 incumbent employees beginning in September 2010. The precision manufacturing industry is a key driver of jobs and innovation in the region and in the Commonwealth,” said Secretary of Housing and Economic Development Greg Bialecki. “The collaborations forged here today will increase competitiveness and provide long term sustainable opportunities for the sector.”

“The nation is expanding its manufacturing portfolio, and Massachusetts is the ideal setting for cutting-edge manufacturing,” said Secretary of Labor and Workforce Development, Joanne F. Goldstein. “Innovative programs that help our workforce and employers are becoming trademarks of this administration.” 

“The support from the Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development will ensure that the incumbent workforce is prepared to respond to the new manufacturing technologies required in today’s manufacturing environment”, said John William Ward, President & CEO of the Regional Employment Board of Hampden County, Inc.   

Secretary Bialecki also announced the formation of the Pioneer Valley Precision Manufacturing Collaborative developed by four area precision manufacturing companies, Boulevard Machine and Gear and Thorn Industries of Springfield, Creative Machining and Molding of Westfield, and Mechanical Drive Components of Chicopee, and witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding among the companies. 
The companies, who are members of the Western Massachusetts Chapter of the National Tooling and Machining Association (WMNTMA), are combining their manufacturing technologies in the hopes of strengthening their present businesses, and accessing opportunities for penetration into the emerging markets of medical devices, renewable energy and instrumentations. The Collaborative was developed with assistance from the Precision Manufacturing Regional Alliance Project (PMRAP) funded by the John Adams Innovation Institute. 
Western Massachusetts Electric Company (WMECo) announced a $15,000 grant to the Massachusetts Center for Advanced Precision Manufacturing Technology, Inc.  a non-profit organization developed in January 2010 by the partners in the Precision Manufacturing Regional Alliance Project. The grant from WMECo will assist local small precision manufacturing companies to collaborate with regional economic development agencies led by the Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts (EDC), and related state agencies, in promoting the capabilities of their companies at targeted regional, national, and international industry trade shows and expositions.  

In making the grant announcement, Peter J. Clarke, WMECo President and Chief Operating Officer said, “This funding is designed to help stimulate growth for small and medium sized precision machining companies that will in turn, lead to sustained economic development for the region.” 

Susan M. Kasa, President of Boulevard Machine and Gear said, “The new business collaborative, the start-up support from WMECO, and the technical assistance that we will be receiving from our PMRAP partnership with the University of Massachusetts, present a strategic opportunity for the companies to collaborate in promoting the capabilities of their businesses to be suppliers of goods and services in multiple markets both domestic and international.”  

“This program is generating innovative and creative ideas from regional leaders that will raise the region’s economic profile, and capture the growth possibilities that innovation and technology can bring to every economic sector and cluster in the Commonwealth.” said Allan W. Blair, President and CEO of the Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts, one of the partners in the PMRAP initiative, and the lead economic development agency assisting the local precision manufacturing companies.
Eric D. Hagopian, President of Hoppe Tool in Chicopee, and Co-President of the WMNTMA applauded the announcement indicating, “The partnership evolving from the Precision Manufacturing Regional Alliance Project and the continued support from WMECO represents a uniquely creative and comprehensive approach to supporting technology-based economic development in the region, and will enable small- and medium-sized companies to grow by opening new markets and opportunities.”
Partners in the Precision Manufacturing Regional Alliance Project include the Executive Office of Housing & Economic Development, Massachusetts Office of Business Development, UMass Amherst, Regional Employment Board of Hampden County, Western Massachusetts Chapter of the National Tooling and Machining Association, Holyoke Community College, Springfield Technical Community College, and the Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts.












