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History Class  
 
STCC at 40: A Case of 
Institutional 
Advancement  
 
By GEORGE O’BRIEN   

Much has changed on the campus of Springfield 
Technical Community College since the school opened 
on the grounds of the Springfield Armory in 1967. But 
the school’s basic mission — preparing students for the 
workplace and thus improving the health and vitality of 
the region’s economy — hasn’t. As the school turns 40, 
it looks back on a proud track record of blending 
imagination and perseverance to meet that mission, 
but, as always, the focus is on the future.

Faye-Marie Bartlett remembers that first semester.

It was the fall of 1967, and the Springfield Technical Institute, 
to be known a year later as Springfield Technical Community 
College, was open for business — with open being the 
operative word.

The school had assumed several of the buildings that 
comprised the Springfield Armory, the closing of which had 
been announced in 1964, but decommissioning was still in 
progress when classes started that September. Bartlett, who 
would go on to teach Nursing and other health programs at 
STCC for 22 years, remembers that classrooms were created 
“wherever they could put them,” which meant, in most cases, 
large, open spaces once used for gun manufacturing.

“They put in new floors,” she recalled, “but there were no 
walls.”

School staff, faculty, and administrators pitched in to erect 
partitions, she continued, but they certainly didn’t reach the 
20-foot ceilings. Baffles were hung in an attempt to contain 
noise, but there was a sizable gap between the top of the 
partitions and the bottom of the baffles. All this made for 
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