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Turning Points

Hoppe Tool Has Always
Been on the Cutting
Edge of Precision
Machining

By GEORGE O’BRIEN

Eric Hagopian says the outlook
is bright for the precision
machining sector.

It all started in Avedis Hagopian’s garage in 1941. The
company he founded made gauges for gun
manufacturers, including the Springfield Armory. Today,
third-generation leaders Eric and Doug Hagopian are
setting an aggressive course for a venture still making
tools — including some for razor blade makers — but
also parts and complete assemblies for commercial
aircraft and military equipment. Its recent drive to
become more automated reflects the direction in which
the precision machining sector is headed.

Eric Hagopian held a solid block of aluminum in one hand, and
a finished part — one of many that comprise the housing for
an infrared camera fitted onto an MRAP (Mine Resistant
Ambush Protected) armored vehicle now being used by the U.
S. Army and Marine Corps — in the other.

As he talked about how the former was transformed into the
latter, he was also neatly summarizing another transformation
— this one in the way that precision machining shops,
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