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	Middle Schools
	Company
	 No. of Students

	Springfield Public Schools
	
	

	Kiley
	Vaupell
	19

	Kiley
	Mitchell Machine
	13

	Chestnut
	Techni-Products
	17

	Safe Middle School
	Ben Franklin Design and Manufacturing
	  5

	Zanetti
	Ben Franklin Design and Manufacturing
	10

	Van Sickle
	B&E Group
	19

	NLCS
	Lenox
	20

	Kennedy
	Thorn Industries
	16

	Holyoke Public Schools
	
	

	Peck
	Peerless Precision
	19

	Westfield Public Schools
	
	

	Westfield-North
	Advance Manufacturing
	22

	Westfield-South
	Berkshire Industries
	16

	Chicopee Public Schools
	
	

	Bellamy
	Hoppe Tool
	23

	Monson Public Schools
	
	

	Granite Valley
	WGI
	20

	Total
	
	219


 
Comments from the Middle Schools
“19 students attended the trip and they all had a great experience.  Additionally, I would be remiss without saying that the gentlemen at the company were kind, gentle souls who were patient and excepting of my group.  Thanks for hooking us up with this awesome experience”.
“Thank you again for your support for my students participating in this program.”
“We had 17 students from Chestnut attend the field trip and they really enjoyed it!  They asked a lot of questions while on the trip, learned a lot, and had a really enjoyable experience. Please let me know of any future events.  I know these kids would be interested. Thanks!”
“10 students from Zanetti attended today. They enjoyed themselves very much. Several of the students spoke about opportunities for part time employment in the future. One student is interested in engineering.”
 

 “Everyone really enjoyed the tour and learned a lot about what manufacturing is.  Comments overheard were:

"The shop was really clean"

"You spent how much on a machine"

"Those machines cost a lot of money and do more than I could"

"The machines really do what you tell them to (i.e. program it to do)"

"I can't believe what that student from Pathfinder is making right out of high school (40K)"

"I could see myself doing this for a living"

"Career Tech has a machine like that one"

“Thanks again for giving us this opportunity.  I think it really shows the students what manufacturing is all about.”
“Generally speaking the kids liked it.  The folks at the company were most welcoming.  The kids loved the donuts at the end of the tour !

I think these types of trips might be more engaging for the children if some type of hands-on activity could be a part of it.  I realize that with precision engineering that may be difficult, children, and adolescents especially, learn better when they are active, rather than passive participants.  Seeing is fine, but DOING even better.”
 “First of all I just want to thank you again for including us in your Middle School Precision Manufacturing Career Awareness Day. The students enjoyed their day and said they learned a lot of useful info.(they also loved the snacks :)) The teacher accompanying them thought it was very well done. The kids learned about exactly what they needed to do if they were interested in a career in the field.”
 

“What I thought was really interesting is how clear the students seemed on whether it was something they were interested in doing or not. I think maybe one quarter of them was very interested.”
 

 “Comments from students:”
 

"I learned that both men and women work there."
"One of the employees copied some information about a tool they use for me because I was interested."

"Even though I really enjoyed the field trip, I do not see myself working in this kind of field."

"I think you should do this trip again and now I might want to be in the manufacturing business."

"I learned that you need very skilled workers and the newest equipment.  I may want to do this." 

"Now I know a lot about this." 
"I'm not really interested."

"I liked learning about machines."

"I talked to my uncle about it last night.  He sells things to manufacturing companies."

"I liked it a lot. It was great to meet the president of the company.  He wears a cool hat."

"I liked it. And I think I might go into it once I am older." 

"I liked it very very much.  I learned about different sections, OPG, new manufacturing, and overhaul and repair.  The machines need to be told what to do.  The equipment is up to date. You can make $26.00/hr."

"I learned that they help to fix planes." 

"I want to work there when I get older and I just learned that they make airplane parts." 

"I've learned that I would not like to work in this field because of the fact that you don't get to work with people as much as I would like to.  The guide was Very Helpful.!"

"I learned that I may like to do what they did.

"I have learned that the job can be fun and I am interested." 

I even had one student come back to me the next morning and say, "I just want to thank you again for taking us on that field trip yesterday.  It was great and I'm going to talk to more people about it." 

 

“Thank you so much for the opportunity.  There are 16 new budding machinists in Westfield now!!  I have attached a list.”  
“Everyone had a great time and the kids were able to learn a great deal.  Thanks again for your hard work.”
“Mr. Canter, their science teacher, and the students were so impressed with the trip that they are sending you a letter.  It should have been sent by now. If not, it will come soon.  Again, thank you so much for including us once again this year.”
 Comments from the Companies
“We were pleased with this group and their interest and attentiveness during he tour.  Many questions were asked, and of course, we all stressed the importance of math skills utilized in our industry.  I had a thought about future tours.   If we had thought about this in advance, we would have called the local Reminder newspaper, or the Springfield Newspaper, to have them come on the tour and take pictures of the students in the shop.  They could display the pictures in their classrooms, or on a bulletin board in the halls to show the possibilities of a future in the manufacturing industry.  This was an after-thought, but it seems like a good idea for not only the schools, but for the state and our own NTMA advertising.  Most of the students went through the lab and I think this helped them to be more aware of what to expect on the company tour.

Again, this was a good group. I think the best group we have had yet. They were all 8th graders, and so we could talk about their career plans as they head on to high school next year. Thanks for making all the arrangements.  This is a wonderful community project that bridges the gap between education and industry – bringing them together for a common goal while developing an awareness of job opportunities in the machining industry.”
“The annual school visit came off with out a hitch and they are safely on their way back to school.”
“The kids were great. Very well behaved.”
