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Machine Tool Technology Program
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	School
	Student Capacity
	Enrollment

2007
	Enrollment

2008
	Enrollment

2009
	Enrollment

2010
	Enrollment Change

2009 to 2010
	% of Capacity
	Gr. 9


	Gr. 10
	Gr.11
	Gr. 12

	Westfield Voc. Tech
	64
	53
	56
	50
	51
	(+) 2.0%
	80%
	17
	14
	10
	10



	Dean Technical
	55
	60
	60
	48
	47
	(-) 2.1%
	85%
	21
	10
	 11
	5

	Pathfinder Regional
	60
	52
	54
	51
	51
	_
	85%
	15
	13
	13
	10

	Smith Vocational
	48
	38
	39
	47
	45
	(-)4.3%
	94%
	 12
	10
	11
	12

	Putnam 

Vocational
	76
	15
	50
	60
	76
	(+)26.6%
	100%
	24
	22
	17
	13

	Chicopee

Comp
	60
	47
	47
	31
	38
	(+) 22.6%
	63%
	20
	4
	6
	8

	Franklin County
	48
	-
	-
	34
	39
	(+) 14.7%
	81%
	12
	8
	8
	11

	TOTAL
	411
	265
	306
	321
	347
	(+) 4.9%
	84%
	121
	81
	76
	69


Findings and Analysis
· The 2010-2011 Student Enrollment report includes data for two consecutive school years from Franklin County Technical School. Previous Student Enrollment reports did not include total cumulative enrollment data and analysis that included Franklin County Technical School.

· The enrollment of 347 students represents an 84% capacity rate, and is a 1.0% increase from the 83% capacity rate in January 2010. 

· The enrollment of 347 students represents a 4.9% increase from the comparable period last year. The enrollments at Putnam Vocational, Chicopee Comprehensive High School, and Franklin County Technical School increased by 26.6%, 22.6%, and 14.7% respectively from last year. The remaining schools enrollment levels varied in the range of (+) 2.0% to (-) 4.3%. 

· The number of projected June 2011 graduates of 69 represents an increase of 27.7% from the 54 students in the comparable period last year. This increase is primarily attributable to the 13, Grade 12 students graduating from Putnam, which is graduating its first class of students in June 2011.

· The projected number of graduates for June 2012, based on the present enrollment of 76 students in Grade 11, and factoring in historical student mobility and school exiting, should be slightly lower than the June 2011 projected number of 69 students. It is anticipated that 66 students will graduate in June 2012, a decrease of 4.5% from this year.
· The enrollment in Grade 11 of 76 students reflects a 3.8% decrease from the same period last year (79 students), and will impact the number of students who will enter Grade 12 in September 2011. 
· The enrollment in Grade 10 of 81 students represents a decrease of 11.9% from the 92 students enrolled in Grade 10 in the comparable period last year, and is a significant indicator that will impact student flow through to the June 2013 graduation. 
· The Grade 9 enrollment of 121 students is an increase of 26% from the enrollment level of 96 students in the comparable period in 2010. All seven technical/comprehensive high schools reported higher or steady state enrollment for the 2010- 2011 school year.   This is a positive trend and is a compelling statement to our collaborative efforts to market advanced precision manufacturing as a viable educational pathway and career opportunity.  
· The retention rate for students rising from Grade 9 in January 2010 (96 students) to Grade 10 this year (81 students) is 81.5 %. This is a significant improvement from the 69% retention rate from the comparable period last year. The successful transition from Grade 9 to Grade 10 is critical to moving students to graduation, and the Regional Advisory Council will need to continue to intensify its support to assist the schools in increasing the retention metric. 
· The retention rate for students rising from Grade 10 in January 2010 (92 students) to Grade 11 this year (76 students) is 79%.  This is also a significant improvement from the 72% retention rate from the comparable period last year. The successful transition from Grade 10 to Grade 11 is equally critical to moving students to graduation, and the Regional Advisory Council will need to intensify its support to assist the schools in increasing the retention rate. 
· In December 2007, 102 students were enrolled in Grade 9, excluding Franklin County Technical School. Without factoring in any new student enrollment that may have occurred in Grades 10, 11, and 12 during the time period of September 2008-September 2010, and excluding Franklin County Technical School, 58 students are projected to graduate in June 2011.  The Regional Advisory Council will need to intensify its support and initiatives to assist the schools to increase the 57% statistical four year graduation rate. 
Thoughts Going Forward

· We need to continue our efforts to work with our educational partners to develop interventions and supports to increase student retention leading to an increase in the graduation rate from the Machine Tool Technology programs.
· We need to strengthen our professional involvement with EACH of the Program Advisory Boards to insure that our programs remain aligned with industry needs and have the appropriate resources and supports to deliver a quality program that will lead to an increase in the student graduation rate.
· We must continue our work at the middle school level to present technical education as a viable high school option, and the Machine Tool Technology Program as a viable technical education program that will lead to a professionally and personally rewarding career. 
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